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Upcoming Events 
 

      August/September 2021 

Aug 5-14 . . .Sioux Empire Fair, SF 

Aug 8-13 . . . 41st National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games, New York City 

Aug 12 . . . Membership  Meeting, 
Chapter Office, Noon Luncheon and 
1:00 PM Meeting  

Aug 14 . . . Poker Run, Alliance Bldg  

Aug 18 . . . NCPVA Annual Picnic, 
Chapter Office, 11:45 AM - 1:30 PM 

Aug 26  . . . SF Veterans Council 
Meeting, Alliance Building, 7:00 PM 

Aug 30/Sept 2 . . .Health Care Sum-
mit Expo, Dallas, TX 

Sept 2-6 . . . SD State Fair, Huron 

Sept 2 . . . Veterans Day at SD State 
Fair, Huron, SD 

Sept 6 . . . Labor Day, Office Closed 

Sept 9 . . . Membership Meeting, 
Chapter Office, Noon Luncheon and 
1:00 PM Meeting 

Sept 10-12 . . . NCPVA Trapshoot, 
Crooks Gun Club 

Sept 13 . . . Doug Brown Memorial 
Pheasant Hunt, Howard, SD 

Sept 18 . . . Turkey Federation Pheas-
ant Hunt, Flandreau, SD 

Sept 22 . . . First Day of Autumn 

Sept 23 . . . SF Veterans Council 
Meeting, Alliance Building, 7:00 PM  

Sept 24 . . . Veterans Stand Down, 
Alliance Building, 9 AM – Noon 

Sept 25 . . . Freedom Hunt, Flan-
dreau, SD 

North Central Chapter 
209 N. Garfield Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
1-605-336-0494 * 1-800-505-4782  
Email: info@ncpva.org Website: www.ncpva.org       
National PVA Website: www.pva.org 

SD State Veterans Cemetery  

Endowment Fund 

With the passing of SB 91, the South 
Dakota Veterans Council has estab-
lished an Endowment Fund with the 
South Dakota Community Founda-
tion.  This fund will be used for the 
maintenance and operations of the 
veterans cemetery.   

The South Dakota State Veterans 
Cemetery will be located at the 1-90/I
-229 area in Sioux Falls, SD and will 
encompass up to 50 acres of land do-
nated by the City of Sioux Falls.  

All federally defined veterans, spous-
es, and dependent children are eligi-
ble for burial in the State Veterans 
Cemetery. 

We are proud to be able to give our 
veterans their final resting place on 
the eastside and keep them close to 
their families.   

If you would like to contribute to the 
Endowment Fund, please click on the 
following link: 

https://sdcommunityfoundation.org/
for-advisors/existing-funds/south-
dakota-veterans-cemetery-fund/ 

Notice of PVA North Central 
Chapter Election of Officers 2021-

2022 (Effective 10-1-2021) 

PVA North Central Chapter held 
their Annual Election of Officers and 
the newly elected officers are as fol-
lows: 

President Casey Davidson, Vice 
President Chuck Doom, Secretary 
Greg Brandner, and Treasurer Gene 
Murphy. 

Our Board of Directors are: Duane 
Biesboer, Rodney Melcher and Har-
lan Schmidt. 

Our National Director is: Mike Ol-
son. 

Congratulations to all of you and we 
look forward to another great year of 

leadership! 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

North Central Chapter 

Annual Picnic! 

Wednesday, August 18, 2021 

11:45 AM to 1:30 PM 

PVA North Central Chapter Office 

Hamburgers, Brats, Salad, Chips and 
Refreshments will be served 

Please R.S.V.P. by Wed, Aug. 11th 

Come join us for great food and 
great friends! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, September 6th 

Office will be closed. 



 

North Central Chapter 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

OFFICERS 

    President, Casey Davidson  

Vice President, Chuck Doom 

Secretary, Greg Brandner 

Treasurer, Gene Murphy 
 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

    Duane Biesboer       

    Rodney Melcher   Harlan Schmidt 
   

PROGRAM DIRECTORS 

          Chapter Hospital Liaison: Chuck Doom  

Legislation Director: Terry Paulsen/Gene Murphy 

      Volunteer Coordinator: Charles Doom 

          VAVS: Lisa Cummings/Sheri Kloes 

Membership Officer: Duane Biesboer 

   Newsletter Editor: Barbara Priesz 

Sports Director: Mike Olson/Charles Doom 
 

 NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

Michael Olson 
 

 NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER 

Brad Friez 

VA Dakota Regional Office 

2501 West 22nd Street, Room 100 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

605-333-6801 

800-795-3632 

 OFFICE STAFF 

Lisa Cummings, Executive Director 

Terry Paulsen, Government Relations Director 

Barbara Priesz, Administrative Assistant 
 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 8 -3:30 
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Sioux Falls VA Health Care SCI Coordinator  

Rachel Gangle, Social Worker 

        605-336-3230 ext. 7898 

Fargo VA Health Care SCI Coordinator 

Tracy Lamont, SCI Coordinator                    

701-239-3765 

Black Hills VA Health Care SCI Coordinator 

Michelle Hough, SCI Coordinator 

605-720-7003 

 

 

Disclaimer: The North Central Chapter PVA  newsletter 
is published six times a year.  It serves its members and 
interested parties by informing them about chapter activi-
ties, veterans’ issues, SCI related matters, advocacy and 
legislative developments and other relevant issues con-
cerning disabilities and the disabled community. The 
opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the North Central Chapter, its Offic-
ers, Board Members or the Editor. Similarly, appearance 
of advertising herein does not constitute an endorsement 
of their products or services.  The editor has the right to 
edit all articles. 

— Attention Members — 

If you are receiving your newsletter 
by mail and would like to receive this 

via email, please contact me at the 
Chapter Office 

(LisaC@ncpva.org/605-336-0494) 
with your email address.  This will 

help save the Chapter on postage and 
printing costs. 

                http://www.facebook.com/ncpva 



Membership-Duane Biesboer 

The Chapter currently has a total of 171 members and    
82 Associate Members.  

Regular membership is FREE! If you know of anyone 
who has a spinal cord injury or disease  please have the 
Veteran contact the Chapter office.   

Beginning October 1st, all Associate Members will be 
invoiced for Annual Dues.  Annual dues are $30 per 
year and Life Dues are $200.00.   

Thank you to those who have sent in their dues!! 

 Please notify the Chapter when you have  

a change of address.   
 

Volunteer Program-Charles Doom 
 

The Chapter had 198 hours for the month of June; YTD 
1411.   Casey Davidson and Barb Priesz were June/July 
2021 Volunteers of the Month.  Remember to look for 
your volunteer number in the newsletter and win a $25  
Gift Card!  If you see your number, call the Chapter Of-
fice!   
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“Friends Aiming High”  

by John Green 

Framed and Matted - $275 

Print Only - $75 

To order your print, please contact the  

Chapter Office at (605) 336-0494 

SD Veterans Council 

 

 

 

 

The South Dakota Veterans Council 

will hold their meeting on 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 

at the SD Military Heritage Alliance Building  

1600 West Russell Street, Sioux Falls, 

starting at 9:00 AM 

You are welcome to attend! 

Special Thanks RCPT Team 

Just saying "thank you" will never be enough to ex-
press our sincere appreciation to the River Cities Pub-
lic Transit team! They are one of a kind. Not only 
have they partnered with our counties and tribes to 
provide transportation for veterans to and from their 
medical appointments, but they stepped up and pro-
vided transportation for the Memorial Day/Ribbon 
Cutting ceremony at the South Dakota Veterans Cem-
etery in Sioux Falls Memorial Day weekend. What a 
team!!!!! Visit: https://www.rcptransit.com/veterans/ 
to learn more about their great transportation program 
for veterans.         15279 

PVA North Central Chapter Scholarship Award 

We are pleased to announce that  Tyler Hylland, Co-
dy Novotny, Katelyn Sternhagen, and Tya Weide-
man were each awarded $1,000.00. 

Tyler is the son of our associate member Tony 
Hylland and is studying at SD State University, 
Brookings, majoring in wildlife and fish sciences. 

Cody is the son of our bookkeeper Sharon Novotny 
and is studying at University of South Florida,  Tam-
pa, majoring in theater arts. 

Katelyn is the niece of our member Perry Grimme and 
is studying at SD State University, Brookings, major-
ing in nursing. 

Tya is the granddaughter of our member Dennis 
Weideman and is studying at Dakota Wesleyan Uni-
versity, Mitchell, majoring in exercise science and 
planning to go to grad school for occupational therapy. 

http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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VA Awards $418 Million in Grants to help Vet-
erans and Families at Risk of Homelessness 

 

WASHINGTON — (7-6-2021) The Department 
of Veterans Affairs awarded $418 million in 
grants to more than 260 non-profit organiza-
tions in June, allowing low-income Veteran fami-
lies around the nation to access services under the 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families pro-
gram. 

SSVF grantees are authorized to use the funds to 
rapidly re-house Veterans who become homeless 
or to prevent Veterans from becoming homeless. 
 

“As a result of VA’s Supportive Services for Vet-
eran Families program and other housing assis-
tance efforts, Veteran homelessness has been cut 
in half since the launch of 2010’s Federal Strate-
gic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness,” said 
VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “Since then, 
hundreds of thousands of Veterans and their fami-
lies have been placed into permanent housing or 
prevented from falling into homelessness by VA’s 
homelessness programs and targeted housing 
vouchers provided by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.” 

SSVF grantees are in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Through partnerships with VA and com-
munity programs, SSVF provides eligible Veteran 
families with outreach, case management and as-
sistance obtaining VA and other benefits, which 
can include health care, financial planning, child-
care, legal and fiduciary payee assistance, trans-
portation, housing counseling and other services. 
 

Helping Veterans in need of permanent housing 
remains a critical priority for VA. In fiscal year 
2020, VA served 112,070 participants, including 
77,590 Veterans and 19,919 children through the 
SSVF program. 

This year’s grant recipients successfully competed 
under a Notice of Fund Availability published No-
vember 19, 2020. The funding will support SSVF 
services from October 1, 2021 through September 
30, 2022.    
 

Learn more about the SSVF program. 

Statement by VA Secretary McDonough on Presi-
dent’s FY 2022 Budget 

The Biden-Harris administration submitted to Congress 
the president’s budget for fiscal year 2022. As the ad-
ministration continues to make progress defeating the 
pandemic and getting our economy back on track, the 
budget makes historic investments that will help the 
country build back better and lay the foundation for 
shared growth and prosperity for decades to come.  

This bold budget request by President Biden to Con-
gress will ensure the VA is moving swiftly and smartly 
into the future, with much-needed monetary investments 
in our most successful and vital programs. To fulfill the 
VA’s sacred promise to care for our nation’s veterans, 
families, caregivers, and survivors, we must return the 
investment veterans have made in America through 
their service.  

The budget includes the two historic plans the president 
has already put forward — the American Jobs Plan and 
the American Families Plan — and reinvests in educa-
tion, research, public health and other foundations of 
our country’s strength.  

The total 2022 request for the VA is $269.9 billion 
(with medical care collections), a 10% increase above 
2021. This includes a discretionary budget request of 
$117.2 billion (with medical care collections), a 9% in-
crease above 2021. The 2022 mandatory funding re-
quest totals $152.7 billion, an increase of $14.9 billion 
or 10.8% above 2021. The VA’s 2022 request is in addi-
tion to the substantial resources provided in the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  

Additionally, the President’s FY 2022 budget includes 
$18 billion as part of the American Jobs Plan to address 
VA health care infrastructure needs in the short- and 
long-term, together with $260 million for the American 
Families Plan to support the administration’s commit-
ment to provide supplementary support to veterans who 
are parents, in order to offer a holistic, family-friendly 
approach to care.  

At the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the $117.2 billion discretionary request would: 

• Work to eliminate veteran homelessness and pre-
vent veteran suicide. The budget includes $2.2 bil-
lion in discretionary appropriations for veteran 
homelessness programs, to include $486 million in 
American Rescue Plan funding. This will support 
expanded case  management  services to help   more    

(continued on Page 5)  

http://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp
http://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/1237/usich-opening-doors-federal-strategic-plan-end-homelessness/#:~:text=The%20Plan%20is%20focused%20on,ending%20all%20types%20of%20homelessness.
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/1237/usich-opening-doors-federal-strategic-plan-end-homelessness/#:~:text=The%20Plan%20is%20focused%20on,ending%20all%20types%20of%20homelessness.
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5656
http://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp
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Team VA Black Hills Report 

I am pleased to let you know GSA awarded a 20-
year lease to Dream Design International, Inc. to 
build our new Rapid City Community-Based Outpa-
tient Clinic (CBOC).  The new facility will be locat-
ed at 6565 Mount Rushmore Road in a convenient 
and accessible location. 

We have been anxiously awaiting an update to share 
with you.  This announcement has been a long time 
in the making and marks a significant milestone to-
ward the completion of this project.  In the coming 
months, we will celebrate a ground breaking with an 
expected occupancy date in early 2023.  Our Veter-
ans truly deserve this beautiful, spacious, and healing 
environment to address their growing and changing 
health care needs.  The approximately 49,000 square 
feet of space facility will include a wide range of ca-
pabilities such as primary care, mental health, spe-
cialty care, women’s health, pharmacy care, audiolo-
gy, laboratory services, and physical therapy.  There 
will be over 300 parking spaces for Veterans and 
employees. 

Facilities has done an amazing job collaborating with 
all the services as they planned this project, while 
working redesign projects in the current Rapid City 
clinic.  Hard hats off to our engineering staff led by 
John Henderson.  Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to the design of a truly Veteran-centered 
clinic! 

Sandra L. Horsman, Director  

VA Black Hills Health Care System 

113 Comanche Road 

Fort Meade, SD 57741 

Telephone: 605-720-7170  Fax: 605-720-7171 

(continued from Page 4) 

 veterans gain permanent housing through housing    
 vouchers and prevent homelessness among low-
 income veteran families.  Additionally, the budget 
 includes $598 million for veteran suicide preven-
 tion outreach programs that address the risks for 
 suicide, with the goal of intervening before a vet-
 eran reaches a point of crisis.  The VA will also 
 support the new Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon 
 Fox Suicide Prevention Grant Program. 

• Help our veterans build civilian lives of opportuni-
ty with the education and jobs worthy of their 
skills and talents. The budget supports the presi-
dent’s commitment to help veterans with education 
and job training by making key investments in the 
Veterans Benefits Administration. This includes an 
increase of $81.5 million for the Digital GI Bill Mod-
ernization Effort to better serve veterans who are us-
ing their GI Bill benefits. Funding also increases by 
$5 million for Veterans’ Clean Energy Job Training 
in conjunction with the United States Department of 
Labor, and by $3.6 million for the VA Disability Em-
ployment Pilot Project to assist eligible veterans with 
service-connected disabilities seeking employment 
opportunities. 

• Ensure VA welcomes all veterans, and diversity, 
equity and inclusion are woven into the fabric of 
the Department. The Department is making a strong 
commitment to ensuring the VA welcomes all our 
veterans, to include women, those of color and whom 
are LGBTQ+. To support that commitment, the VA 
has created a new Office of Resolution Management, 
Diversity, and Inclusion which will benefit from an 
increase of $12.9 million to strengthen the VA’s di-
versity program.  

• Keep faith with our families and caregivers. The 
budget provides approximately $1.4 billion, an in-
crease of $350 million for the Caregiver Support Pro-
gram. Through this program the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration provides support to individuals who act 
as caregivers for veterans. The 2022 budget supports 
the phased expansion of the Program of Comprehen-
sive Assistance for Family Caregivers to include all 
eligible veterans, no matter when they served.  

Enacting the budget policies into law this year would 
strengthen our nation’s economy and lay the foundation 
for shared prosperity, while also improving our nation’s 
long-term fiscal health. For more information on the 
President’s FY 2022 Budget visit: https://
www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/.  

Vet Centers Up Date 

The Sioux Falls and Rapid City Vet Centers are open and con-
tinue to provide the following services: 

   Individual Counseling (face-to-face, telehealth and phone 
visits) 

   Group Counseling (telehealth) 

   Marital and Family Counseling 

   Military Sexual Trauma 

Please give them a call to schedule an appointment! 

• Sioux Falls Vet Center (605) 330-4552  

• Rapid City Vet Center (605) 348-0077 
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18th Annual Walleye Fishing Event 

Once again, we had another fantastic year at the An-
nual Walleye Fishing Event held in May in Chamber-
lain.  Due to COVID we had to cancel last year’s 
event and rest assured everyone was anxious to get 
back out in the water again! The two-day fishing 
event was chilly and rainy, but that didn’t deter them!  
We had a great turnout with 42 veterans/disabled an-
glers and 43 boats.  Fishing was fantastic with every-
one catching their limits each day, the walleyes 
ranged from 15 inches all the way up to 24 inches! 

 

 

 

PVA North Central Chapter Annual Poker Run 

Saturday, August 14, 2021 at the Alliance 

South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance, Inc. 

1600 West Russell Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 

Registration: 11:00 AM—12:00 Noon 

Last Bike in at 4:00 PM 

ALL VEHICLES WELCOME 

$20.00 Singles/$30.00 Couples 

50/50 Raffle 

Prizes-Music-Food  

1st Place—$500.00 

2nd Place—$250.00 

3rd Place—$100 

For more information, contact 

PVA North Central Chapter at 605-336-0494 

Upcoming Events 

August 2021 

PVA Poker Run-Saturday, August 14th @ the Alliance-
Registration is from 11-12.  All vehicles welcome!  VOL-
UNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED! 

PVA Chapter Picnic-Wednesday, August 18th @ the Chap-
ter Office-11:45-1:00(?) 

September 2021  

Chapter's Annual Trapshoot-Friday, Sept. 10-12, Crooks Gun Club 

Doug Brown Hunt-Monday, Sept. 13th, Howard, SD (This hunt is 
full) 

Turkey Federation Pheasant Hunt-Saturday, Sept. 18th, Flandreau, 
SD 

Freedom Hunt, Saturday, Sept. 25th, Flandreau, SD 

October 2021 

Chapter Annual Banquet, Saturday, October 2nd, Ramkota 
Hotel.  Invites will be sent out in September 

Top Gun Pheasant Hunt, Wednesday, October 6th, Howard, 
SD.  Contact Terry at the office if you would like to attend-
336-0494 

Nov. 4-6, Platte Pheasant Hunt.  Contact Terry at the office 
if you would like to attend-336-0494. 

As of right now, we are planning our Christmas luncheon, Thurs-
day, December 9th, at the Chapter Office.  If you have any ques-
tions please reach out to the office!  

 

 

 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR, HURON, SD 

Thursday, September 2nd, thru Monday, September 6th 

VETERANS BUILDING OPEN FOR VETERANS 

Free Admission for Veterans, Thursday, September 2nd 
 

Veterans Day - ”HEROES DAY” - will be held Thursday, 
September 2nd, during the South Dakota State Fair in Huron.  
The SD Veterans Council will host a program at 10:00 AM 
with presentation of the “Chester Sorenson Veterans of the 
Year Award.” 

SALUTE TO VETERANS PROGRAM 

at the SD State Fair in Huron, Freedom Stage, 

September 2nd, 10:30 AM   

You are welcome to attend! 
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Newsletter 

Booster  

Program 

I wish to make the following donation to the Newsletter Booster Program: 

Name ___________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

City_________________________State__________ Zip___________ 

Amount of donation $________________ 

 

Send all remittance payable to: 

PVA North Central Chapter, 209 N. Garfield Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

Newsletter Booster Program 

The North Central Chapter PVA publishes the newsletter 6 times per year.  We would like to invite our PVA 
members, Associate Members, and business associates to help support the Newsletter Booster Program.  Your 
name will be published in each newsletter (unless otherwise specified) for only $10.00.  Please help defray the 
cost of publishing by supporting YOUR Chapter.  Thank you! 

 

Newsletter Booster Program  
Thank you for your support!                         

 

Ronald and Darla Shelburg   
Alan & Kathryn Gobczynski 
Paul Hanson 
Dennis Hahnemann 
Paul Haggar 

 

We’re proud to be a Thrivent Choice®-
enrolled organization.  Through the 
Thrivent programs, we are eligible to 
receive grant dollars, fee-free donations, 
and support from Thrivent Action Team 
service projects.   
 

To learn more about Thrivent’s mem-
bership benefits and generosity pro-
grams visit thrivent.com/generosity 

Qualified 

Charitable 

Distributions 

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 first allowed taxpayers 
age 70½ or older to make tax-free charitable donations di-
rectly from their IRAs. Technically, these taxpayers were 
allowed to exclude from gross income otherwise taxable 
distributions from their IRA ("qualified charitable distribu-
tions," or QCDs), up to $100,000, that were paid directly to 
a qualified charity.  

These gifts are also known as "Charitable IRA rollovers." 
The law was originally scheduled to expire in 2007, but 
was extended periodically through 2014 by subsequent leg-
islation, and finally made permanent by the Protect Ameri-
cans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act of 2015. 

http://thrivent.com/generosity


Page 8 North Central Chapter 
209 N. Garfield Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

PVA north central chapter, Advocacy/Legislation-Terry Paulsen 

 Major Donation to the State Veterans’ Cemetery 

The South Dakota Veterans Council announced that a $2.1 
million donation will help ensure the South Dakota Veter-
ans Cemetery in Sioux Falls becomes a long-term, sustain-
able facility.  

Philanthropist T. Denny Sanford, PREMIER Bankcard 
CEO Miles Beacom and his wife Lisa recently provided a 
$2.1 million gift to the South Dakota Veterans Council. 
The donation was the largest single donation ever received 
by the nonprofit organization.  

“This generous donation speaks to the incredible work 
being done across our state for veterans and their fami-
lies,” said Terry Paulsen, president of the South Dakota 
Veterans Council. “I can’t thank these individuals enough 
for believing in our commitment to building and maintain-
ing this new cemetery.” 

Beacom said the gift was a fitting way to thank South Da-
kota’s veterans and families for their service and sacrifice.  

“Denny Sanford, Lisa and I are honored to be a part of this 
project,” Beacom said. “We are truly indebted to the brave 
men and women who have served our great nation, and 
this is simply our way of saying thank you. One of our 
PREMIER views and values is, “Make a Difference.” This 
gift is truly a way that we can make a difference in the 
lives of those who have given so much to all of us.” 

Paulsen said the cemetery’s current footprint will support 
military veterans and their dependents for an estimated 
125 years. The facility was initially authorized by former 
Governor Dennis Daugaard and has been championed by 
current Governor Kristi Noem. The project was also sup-
ported by the South Dakota Legislature, the South Dakota 
Veterans Council, the City of Sioux Falls and the South 
Dakota Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  

“These gifts are a strong endorsement of the South Dakota 
Veterans Council and the State of South Dakota,” Paulsen 
said. “This support will add to the existing funds already 
raised and will help satisfy the $3 million goal required 
for the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery Annual Mainte-
nance Reserve Fund.” 

The South Dakota Veterans Council consists of the Para-
lyzed Veterans of America, the American Legion, the Dis-
abled American Veterans, the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapters 1054 & 
959 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The mission of the South Dakota Veterans Council is to 
develop statewide activities found to be for the good of all 

(continued in next column)  

(continued from first column) 

veterans and their families. It also provides a practical 
means by which veterans organizations throughout 
the state may effectively contribute to the betterment 
of all veterans. The South Dakota Veterans Council 
represents over 72,000 veterans and their families 
across the state of South Dakota.  

VA Plans Expansion of Benefits for Disability 
Claims for Conditions related to certain Toxic Ex-

posures 

The Department of Veterans Affairs announced two 
major decisions related to presumptive conditions as-
sociated with Agent Orange and particulate matter 
exposures during military service in Southwest Asia. 
 

Agent Orange: VA will begin implementing provi-
sions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 
116-283), adding three conditions to the list of those 
presumptively associated with exposure to herbicide 
agents, more commonly known as Agent Orange. 
Those conditions are bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, 
and Parkinsonism. 
 

“Many of our Nation’s Veterans have waited a long 
time for these benefits,” said VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough. “VA will not make them wait any long-
er. This is absolutely the right thing to do for Veter-
ans and their families.” 
 

VA will apply the provisions of court orders related 
to Nehmer vs. U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
which may result in an earlier date for entitlement to 
benefits for Veterans who served in the Republic of 
Vietnam during the Vietnam War. Vietnam War era 
Veterans and their survivors, who previously filed 
and were denied benefits for one of these three new 
presumptive conditions, will have their cases auto-
matically reviewed without the need to refile a 
claim.  VA will send letters to impacted Veterans and 
survivors.  
 

Particulate Matter Exposures: The secretary recently 
concluded the first iteration of a newly formed inter-
nal VA process to review scientific evidence to sup-
port rulemaking, resulting in the recommendation to 
consider creation of new presumptions of service 
connection for respiratory conditions based on VA’s 
evaluation of a National Academies of Science, Engi-
neering  and  Medicine   report  and   other   evidence.  

(continued on Page 9) 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-105/pdf/STATUTE-105-Pg11.pdf
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(continued from first column) 

ty or from a service-related injury shouldn’t have 
to worry about their economic security,” said 
Chairman Tester. “Our bipartisan bill will fix out-
dated policies, bringing surviving spouses and 
family members’ earned benefits in line with oth-
er federal programs. And it’ll reduce bureaucrat-
ic red tape to ensure no survivor is unfairly kept 
from the benefits they need in the future.” 

“Increasing DIC benefits for military survivors 
to match benefits provided by other federal sur-
vivor programs will help us continue to honor the 
promise we made to servicemembers and their 
families. Our bill will allow us to better care for 
the loved ones of troops who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice,” Boozman said. 

Under current law, the DIC restricts benefits for sur-
vivors if the veteran was disabled for less than ten 
years before his or her death. The Caring for Survi-
vors Act of 2021 would reduce the timeframe a vet-
eran needs to be rated totally disabled from ten to 
five years—broadening eligibility to more survivors. 

Veterans Service Organizations applauded the Sena-
tors’ bipartisan effort to provide surviving spouses 
and family members their due benefits. 

“The Caring for Survivors Act of 2021 will make 
important improvements to the benefits provided 
to the survivors of military servicemembers who 
die in the line of duty, and veterans whose death 
resulted from a service-related injury or dis-
ease,” said Paralyzed Veterans of America Associ-
ate Executive Director of Government Relations 
Heather Ansley. “We thank Senator Tester and 
Senator Boozman for reintroducing this im-
portant legislation.” 

(continued from Page 8) 
 

VA’s review supports initiation of rulemaking to ad-
dress the role that particulate matter pollution plays in 
generating chronic respiratory conditions, which may 
include asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis, for Veterans who 
served in the Southwest Asia theater of operations dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War and/or after September 19, 
2001, or in Afghanistan and Uzbekistan during the Per-
sian Gulf War. 
 

“VA is establishing a holistic approach to determining 
toxic exposure presumption going forward. We are 
moving out smartly in initiating action to consider these 
and other potential new presumptions, grounded in sci-
ence and in keeping with my authority as Secretary of 
VA,” said McDonough. 
 

VA is initiating rulemaking to consider adding respira-
tory conditions, which may include asthma, sinusitis, 
and rhinitis, to the list of chronic disabilities, based on 
an association with military service in Southwest Asia, 
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan during the covered periods 
of conflict.  VA will conduct broad outreach efforts to 
reach impacted Veterans and encourages them to partic-
ipate in the rulemaking process. 

S: 976 Caring for Survivors Act 

Senators’ Caring for Survivors Act of 2021 would bring 
parity to Dependency and Indemnity Compensation for 
family members and survivors of veterans who lost 
their lives in service 

(U.S. Senate) – Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
Chairman Jon Tester (D-Mont.) and U.S. Senator John 
Boozman (R-Ark.) are introducing bipartisan legisla-
tion to adjust monthly benefits for family members and 
survivors of veterans who lost their lives in service to 
our country. 

The Senators’ bipartisan Caring for Survivors Act of 
2021 aims to bring payments to Dependency and In-
demnity Compensation (DIC) recipients in line with 
payments to surviving spouses of other Federal employ-
ees. The rate of compensation paid to survivors of ser-
vicemembers who die in the line of duty—or veterans 
who die from service-related injuries or diseases—has 
been minimally adjusted since its establishment in 
1993. DIC payments currently lag behind other pro-
grams’ payments by nearly 12 percent. 

“Families who lost their  loved ones in the line of du- 

(continued in next column)  

Disability Housing Grants for Veterans 

VA offers housing grants for Veterans and service 
members with certain service-connected disabilities 
so they can buy or change a home to meet their 
needs and live more independently.  Changing a 
home might involve installing ramps or widening 
doorways.  Find out if you are eligible for a disabil-
ity housing grant—and how to apply. 

Grant Eligibility for your Permanent Home 

(continued on Page 12) 

https://www.veterans.senate.gov/download/caring-for-survivors-act-2021
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/download/caring-for-survivors-act-2021
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Eligibility for Vet Center Services 

Public Law (PL) 116-176—Vet Center Eligibility Expan-
sion Act, extends Vet Center eligibility to certain mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserve component members who actively served in 
response to a national emergency or major disaster de-
clared by the president or under orders of the chief execu-
tive of a state in response to a disaster or civil disorder. In 
addition, Vet Center services are now available to current 
or former members of the United States Coast Guard 
(USCG) involved in drug interdiction operations, regard-
less of where the drug interdiction occurred.  

Family services are provided when found to aid in the re-
adjustment of the Service Member. For more information, 
please call Vet Center Outreach Specialist Doug McCud-
din at 605-330-4552.  

Memorial Day at the South Dakota Veterans 
Cemetery 

The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 
held a ribbon cutting and Memorial Day ceremony at 
the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery in Sioux Falls 
on Memorial Day. This is the first state-owned cem-
etery in South Dakota.  

The cemetery will serve as a shrine dedicated to the 
memories of the men and women to whom we all 
owe a great debt. South Dakota has been blessed 
with an abundance of such men and women—whose 
collective courage and commitment allow us to 
flourish as a nation and as a people united.  

“The South Dakota Veterans Cemetery is an extraor-
dinary place of honor for those who have served in 
our Armed Forces,” said Greg Whitlock, secretary of 
the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs. 
“Behind every headstone will be a story, a story of 
what it meant to be a soldier, sailor, airman, marine, 
or coast guardsman at a particular moment in time.”  

The 60-acre cemetery is expected to serve a popula-
tion of over 28,000 veterans, their spouses and eligi-
ble children. The first-phase of the cemetery will ac-
commodate 610 pre-placed crypts, 999 cremains 
gravesites, 660 columbarium niches, and 50 memori-
al wall markers.  

Speakers for the program included U.S. Congress-
man Dusty Johnson, Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden, 
SDDVA Secretary Greg Whitlock, SDDVA Deputy 
Secretary Aaron Pollard, Cemetery Director Erin 
Brown, SD Veterans Council President Terry 
Paulsen, and Andrew Motzko from Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery.  

Highlights of the ceremony included a flyover by the 
114th Fighter Wing of the South Dakota Air Nation-
al Guard and musical numbers performed by the 
American Legion Singers and the El Riad Shrine 
Fife and Drum Corps.  

“Our first celebration of Memorial Day at the ceme-
tery was the perfect bookend to the cemetery estab-
lishment and construction,” said SDDVA Deputy 
Secretary Aaron Pollard. “Now, we get to do what 
we’ve been planning for all this time. Veterans of all 
eras, and their eligible loved ones will call this cem-
etery their forever home. What this means is not lost 
on me nor the team that works tirelessly at the ceme-
tery.”         13588 

Sanford Health Military and Veterans Scholarship 

Sanford Health wants to remind everyone of their annual 
scholarship opportunity specifically for veterans, Guard/
Reserve members or active duty military service members 
who have demonstrated leadership and commitment in 
their community.  

The Sanford Health Military and Veteran Scholarship 
honors those who have furthered their own progress and 
enriched the lives of others, especially in service, academ-
ics, and community involvement. Applications are due 
Aug. 31, 2021 and can be found at:  

https://SanfordHealthFound.smapply.io/prog/sanford 
health military and veteran scholarship 

Applicants must be a veteran, Guard/Reserve or active 
duty military service member and a full-time student purs-
ing a community college/vocational, bachelor’s, graduate 
or professional degree from an accredited U.S.-based in-
stitution of higher education. They must also have at least 
one full year of education remaining. 

The scholarships are administered by the Sanford Health 
Department of Veterans and Military Services and was 
created in 2018 as part of the health system’s efforts to 
serve veterans and military personnel through patient care, 
employment opportunities, and community outreach.  Ad-
ditionally, the Good Samaritan Society supports lifelong 
learning. Financial support is available for employees who 
are continuing education in a field that will enhance their 
contributions to Sanford and those they serve. You can 
learn more about education assistance and other scholar-
ships at this link. https://news.sanfordhealth.org/ veterans/
sanford-health-offering-5000- scholarship-to-veterans/.  
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Midwest Honor Flight to be Partnering Organization 
for SD Veterans Cemetery 

The Midwest Honor Flight announced they will be the 
partnering organization to host the annual Wreaths 
Across America event at the new South Dakota Veteran 
Cemetery in December.  

“It’s more than simply decorating graves,” said Midwest 
Honor Flight President Aaron Van Beek. “It’s a silent 
message to all veterans, their families, and those current-
ly serving that we will REMEMBER their service, we 
will HONOR their lives, and we will TEACH future gen-
erations the importance of citizenship and how our free-
doms have been preserved over time. We understand we 
have Veterans Day in the fall and Memorial Day in the 
spring, but our service members sacrifice their time and 
safety every single day of the year to preserve our free-
doms. There is no better time to express our appreciation 
than during the hustle and bustle of the holiday season.”  

The tradition of laying wreaths to honor our veterans dur-
ing the holiday season began in 1992, when Morrill 
Worcester of Worcester Wreath Company (Harrington, 
Maine) was stuck with a number of extra wreaths at the 
close of the holiday season. Remembering a boyhood trip 
to the Nation’s Capital, and the sacred grounds of Arling-
ton National Cemetery, he donated 5,000 wreaths to be 
placed at the headstones of an older section of the ceme-
tery.  

What began as one man’s gesture, has now grown into a 
national movement - when in 2007 Wreaths Across 
America was formed as a non-profit. Today, more than 
2,500 locations participate on a Saturday in December in 
laying the wreaths out of remembrance and respect for 
our nation's brave servicemen and women.  

“The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs is 
looking forward to working with Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca and Midwest Honor Flight in a special way at the 
Cemetery to honor the Veterans here with a token of ap-
preciation during the holiday season and ultimately, all 
year long,” said South Dakota Veterans Cemetery Direc-
tor Erin Brown.  

Midwest Honor Flight partnered with Wreaths Across 
America in 2021 to bring this program to veterans whose 
final resting place is within these hallowed grounds. 
Sponsorships are 100% tax-deductible allowed by law. 
Sponsorships and more information can be found by vis-
iting www.midwesthonorflight.org/wreaths, emailing 
wreaths@midwesthonorflight.org, or calling (605) 215-
1319.  

WREATHS across AMERICA 

Our Mission: Remember, Honor, Teach 

Your donation will help us carry out our Mission to 
honor our local servicemembers 

Saturday, December 18, 2021, 11:00 AM, 

at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery - Sioux Falls 

www.midwessthonorflight.org/wreaths 

Facebook @sdveteranscemeterywaa 

Two More South Dakota Bridges to be Dedicated 

The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs will 
be hosting two State Bridge Dedication Ceremonies to 
honor Army Combat Veteran Staff Sergeant Jeremy 
Vrooman and Marine Combat Veteran Lance Corporal 
Kenneth Jamerson.  

The Jamerson ceremony will be held Thursday, July 
15, 2021, at 1:00 pm (CT) at the Orange Striped Gym 
in Little Eagle (11905 SD HWY 63). The South Dako-
ta Grand River Bridge at Little Eagle will be dedicated 
to Jamerson, of Little Eagle. Jamerson died April 1967, 
at the Da Nang Hospital in Vietnam from injuries re-
ceived when a land mine exploded while he was on 
patrol.  

The Vrooman ceremony will be held Saturday, July 17, 
2021, at 1:00 pm (CT) at the Sioux Falls Fraternal Or-
der of Police Lodge #1 (9700 E. HWY 42). The South 
Dakota HWY 42 Bridge east of Sioux Falls and west of 
Rowena will be dedicated to Vrooman, of Mitchell and 
Sioux Falls. Vrooman deployed March 2003 to March 
2004, and June 2008 to July 2008 in Support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. While serving in Iraq July 15, 
2008, Vrooman’s quick thinking and tactical abilities 
helped members of Palehorse Troop to survive a lethal 
explosion. Vrooman entered an abandoned building 
first to secure the area before the rest of the team. 
Without hesitation he signaled his team to exit the area 
and the building exploded. His sacrifice saved the lives 
of his troops from the blast, but not his own.  

Naming bridges in honor of our combat veterans who 
died while serving their country is an initiative of Gov-
ernor Kristi Noem and the South Dakota Departments 
of Military, Transportation, and Veterans Affairs. 
“Whenever and wherever this nation has called, in 
times of darkness and danger, as well as in times of 
peace and prosperity, veterans have been there and 
have proudly carried the torch of liberty for all to see,” 
said Greg Whitlock, secretary of the South Dakota De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.  
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A Big Shout Out to the Department of South Dakota 
American Legion 

On Flag Day, the Department of South Dakota Ameri-
can Legion was awarded the National O.L. Boden-
hamer Trophy. This trophy is awarded to the depart-
ment whose standing is No. 1 on the Flag Day (June 14) 
membership report!  

This trophy is awarded annually to the department des-
ignated to lead the parade at the next national conven-
tion. It is limited to the 52 departments within the Unit-
ed States, including the District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico.  

Congratulations to the South Dakota Legionnaires, 
Posts, and Districts! What a great accomplishment!  

(continued from Page 9 - Terry Paulsen) 

Can I get a Specially Adapted Housing Grant? You 
may be able to get an SAH grant if you are using the grant 
money to buy, build or change your permanent home (a home 
you plan to live in for a long time) and you meet both of the 
requirements listed below. 

Both of these must be true: You own or will own the home, 
and Have a qualifying service-connected disability. 

Qualifying service-connected disabilities include: 

• The loss or loss of use of more than one limb. 

• The loss or loss of use of a lower leg along with the resid-
uals (lasting effects) of an organic (natural) disease or in-
jury. 

• Blindness in both eyes (with 20/200 visual acuity or less). 

• Certain severe burns. 

• The loss, or loss of use, of one lower extremity (foot or 
leg) after 9-11-2001, which makes it so you can’t balance 
or walk without the help of braces, crutches, canes, or a 
wheel chair. 

Note: Only 120 Veterans and service members each fiscal 
year (FY can qualify for a grant based on the loss of one ex-
tremity after 9-11-2001, as set by Congress.  A fiscal year 
runs from Oct 1 through Sept 30.  If you qualify for, but don’t 
receive, a grant in the current fiscal year because the cap has 
already been reached, you may be able to use this benefit 
in future years. 

How much funding does an SAH grant offer? If you 
qualify for an SAH grant, you can get up to $100,896 for FY 
2021.  This is the current total maximum amount allowed for 
SAH grants. 

Can I get a Special Home Adaptation (SHA) grant? 
You may be able to get an SHA grant if you are using the 
grant money to buy, build or change your permanent home (a 
home you plan to live in for a long time) and you meet both of 
the requirements listed below. 

Both of these must be true: You or a family member own or 
will own the home and You have a qualifying service-
connected disability. 

Qualifying service-connected disabilities include: 

• The loss or loss of use of both hands. 

• Certain severe burns. 

• Certain respiratory or breathing injuries. 

How much funding does an SHA offer?  If you qualify 
for an SHA grant, you can get up to $20,215 for FY 2021.  
This is the current total maximum amount allowed for SHA 
grants.   (continued on Page 17) 

Ground Broken for New VA CBOC in Rapid City 

SDDVA Field Service Officer Will Huffmon attended 
the groundbreaking ceremony last week for the new VA 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) in Rapid 
City. The new CBOC will be located on the east side of 
Promise Road off of Catron Boulevard and Mt. Rush-
more Road.  

This state-of-the-art facility will include a range of new 
capabilities not seen at the previous clinic like women’s 
care, mental health, and physical therapy. 

Work on the new VA clinic is expected to be completed 
by 2023.  

DAV Sponsored Women Veterans Retreat 

FREE for Women Veterans 

Sit, Relax, Talk, and Share at the first DAV Women 
Veterans Retreat.  Enjoy indoor/outdoor activities, well-
ness workshops, and lots of “me” time while connect-

ing with Women Veterans! 

Register Here: https://bit.ly/3j38BSX 

Where: The Abbey of the Hills, Marvin, SD 

When: August 13-15, 2021 

Arrival: 4:00 PM on August 13th 

Departure: 1:00 PM on August 15th 

Eligibility: You must be a woman Veteran 

Participant Limit: 20 

For More Information, contact the DAV HQ  

at 605-332-6866 
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From the Office of Brad Friez 

National Service Officer 

I am sounding like a broken record but the VA 
Regional Office in Sioux Falls continues to be open 
from 7:30am to 5pm each business day except for fed-
eral holidays.  Public contact at the Sioux Falls VA Re-
gional Office is open from 8am to 4:30pm.  If an indi-
vidual is fully vaccinated they are not required to wear 
a mask.  Masks for those vaccinated are thus optional.  
But on the Hospital side of the Sioux Falls VA campus 
masks are still required.   

We continue to encourage the VAs in our part 
of the country to open their CLC’s to outside patients 
to allow for respite and hospice care. But to our 
knowledge the VA’s across the country are still not al-
lowing respite or hospice care.  Options are available at 
home or at private facilities but many Veterans have on
-going health issues that the VA has treated them for in 
the past and thus would greatly prefer their care at their 
local VA facility. Veterans’ caregivers (in most situa-
tions are their spouses) have not had a break in well 
over a year and need that respite.    

As of July 1st the state of South Dakota had le-
galized medical and recreational use of Marijuana.  Ac-
cording to a recent article from the New York Times 
there are now 37 states who have legalized Medical 
Marijuana and of those 18 states have legalized recrea-
tional use of Marijuana.  We have already had calls 
from Veterans who would prefer and in many cases 
need Marijuana as a treatment option but the VA’s 
hands are tied so to speak.  If Veterans feel strongly 
about this issue I would encourage them to express 
their feelings on this matter to their Representatives 
and Senators in Congress.  Perhaps Congress can put 
into place some type of waiver to allow Veterans who 
are enrolled into the VA Health System to have Mariju-
ana as a treatment option when appropriate. 

Finally, when Veterans request our presence at 
their VA medical appointments with their Primary Care 
Provider or Specialty Care we are able to be present.  
Recently we have had pushback from one of the Spe-
cialty Care Clinics and were told that the Veterans in 
that clinic will need to come to our office after com-
pleting their exam.  We would strongly encourage all 
of our Veterans and members to mention that they need 
our presence at their annual clinical evaluations and 
appointments; rather than have to come across the 
street to our office in the heat of the summer and the 
cold of winter. 

 

This is to inform you that 
registration is now open for 
the fall session of our WOM-
EN to the WORKFORCE 
job development program 
which will start on Thurs-

day, August 26th. This is a specially designed pro-
gram that provides curriculum to gain professional 
skills, accelerate job searches and build confidence 
through weekly training sessions and networking in a 
supportive environment. Participants will be assigned 
a mentor and they will need to commit to regular at-
tendance of these sessions – if more than 2 sessions 
are missed, the participant will be dropped from the 
program. There is no charge to participate in this pro-
gram. It is designed for unemployed or underem-
ployed women who are actively searching for em-
ployment, so please share this information with any 
woman you feel would benefit from the program.  

The sessions are held on Tuesdays AND/OR Thurs-
days from 10 AM – 12:30 PM culminating with a 
graduation ceremony on Wednesday, October 6th. 
Pre-registration is required by August 6th.  Please 
feel free to contact me for registration form and if you 
have any additional questions.  

Lori Strasburg, Program Manager 

Dress for Success Sioux Falls 

Phone: 605-782-9288 

Email: lstrasburg@embe.org 

Support Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America North 
Central Chapter by 
shopping at Ama-
zonSmile.com  Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases 
to North Central 
Chapter of Paralyzed 
Veterans Of America 
Inc whenever you shop 
on AmazonSmile.  

htps://
smile.amazon.com/

ch/46-03030359947e. 
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(continued from first column) 

John Lian     Aug 29  

Robert Schacherer    Aug 30 

Jerry Dale     Sept 02 

Michael Selvage    Sept 02 

Mickey Dennis    Sept 05 

Richard Aaron     Sept 08 

Terrill Myers     Sept 10 

Dale Werner     Sept 13 

Scott Nelson (Mitchell)   Sept 14 

Douglas Fenstermaker   Sept 16 

Kristina Allen     Sept 17 

Dennis Hahnemann    Sept 17 

Rodney Eite     Sept 18 

Timothy Fox     Sept 18 

Beverly North     Sept 20 

Jerry Bonnstetter    Sept 21 

Paul Groeneweg    Sept 21 

Rick Albrecht     Sept 22 

Paul Hanson     Sept 23 

Dough Knight     Sept 26 

Dennis Shoffelman    Sept 26 

Dale Wormstadt    Sept 26 

Charles Thomas    Sept 27 

Anthony Farrell    Sept 28 

John Lynch     Sept 28 

Ronald Shelburg    Sept 28 

PVA North Central Chapter 

Birthday Roster - August/September 2021 

Brian Fritzie     Aug 01 

David Schlinkert    Aug 05 

Don Klingbile     Aug 06 

Mark Ducheneaux    Aug 07 

David Vanmiddendorp   Aug 07 

Bonnie Schmidt    Aug 10 

Timothy Ellis     Aug 11 

Robert Hunter     Aug 11 

Leonard Livingston    Aug 13 

Wanda Swier     Aug 13 

Pat Lynch     Aug 15 

Thomas Sunde     Aug 15 

Dennis Bridenstine    Aug 16 

Sheri Kloes     Aug 17 

Todd Bitz     Aug 21 

Casey Davidson    Aug 21 

Michael Reed     Aug 21 

James Cantalope    Aug 22 

Leo Lesselyoung    Aug 22 

Scott Nelson (Mansfield)   Aug 22 

Daniel Mickalowski    Aug 23 

Martin Kruse     Aug 24 

Murray Smith     Aug 24 

Kurt Kruger     Aug 25 

Arthur Lampert    Aug 25 

Terry Paulsen     Aug 25 

Angelina Enrique    Aug 27 

Ernest Bixby     Aug 29 

(continued in next column) 

Veterans Stand Down 2021 

 

 

 

This year’s Veterans Stand Down will be taking 
place at the SD Military Heritage Alliance Building 
in Sioux Falls, located at 1600 West Russell Street.  
The event is to run from 9:00 AM to Noon on Fri-
day, September 24, 2021. 
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How to Donate Property 

Please donate that Auto, Boat, Yacht, Truck or 
RV that's no longer needed to NCPVA!  Re-
ceive the maximum legal tax deductions and 

possibly a partial cash payment.  

For more information about car, boat, RV and 
other property donations or to receive a "no ob-
ligation" evaluation of your potential vehicle or 
other property donation , please call toll free: 

(866) 2-GIVING or (866) 244-8464.  

We pick up anywhere in the U.S.A. 

SUPPORT PVA  

NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER 

Paralyzed Veterans of America North Central 
Chapter relies solely on private donations and 
receives NO government funding!  Your con-
tribution is 100% tax deductible, as we are a 

501(c) (3) corporation.  Support by individual 
donors and businesses enable us to make our 

services FREE to members. 

Please support our mission through a  

direct donation to: 

PVA North Central Chapter 

209 North Garfield Avenue,  

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

QUESTION: 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED INCLUDING 
PVA NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER IN 

YOUR WILL OR TRUST? 

This type of donation will serve as an invest-
ment in our organization that will reap our mem-

bers benefits for many years to come. 
 

(continued from Page 12 - Terry Paulsen) 

Do I have to use the total grant amount this year? No, if you 
are eligible for an SAH or SHA grant, you can use money from your 
grant up to six different times over your lifetime.  Depending on the 
adaptations you need, and the bid from your builder, you can use as 
much or as little of your grant as you need this year.  If you don't use 
the full amount, you can use more money from the grant in future 
years.  We may adjust the total maximum amount for the last year 
you use the grant. 

Grant Eligibility for a Temporary Home 

Can I get money to change a family member’s home where 
I am living?  You may be able to get a Temporary Residence Adap-
tation (TRA) grant if you meet both of the requirements listed below. 

Both of these must be true.  You qualify for an SAH or SHA grant 
(see above) and Are living temporarily in a family member’s home 
that needs changes to meet your needs.  (To use a TRA grant, you 
don’t have to own the house.) 

How much funding does a TRA grant offer? If you qualify for 
an SAH grant, you can get up to $40,637 through the TRA grant pro-
gram for FY 2021.  If you qualify for an SHA grant, you can get up 
to $7,256 through the TRA grant program for FY 2021. 

Car Sunshades for Sale - $10.00 

Proceeds will benefit the Chapter’s programs and services!  Contact 
the Chapter office (605-336-0494) for further information. 
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ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS 

 

BE SURE TO LOOK FOR YOUR  
VOLUNTEER NUMBER  OR VAVS 

VOLUNTEER NAME SOMEWHERE 
IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND CON-

TACT THE CHAPTER OFFICE IF 
YOUR NAME OR NUMBER IS 

LISTED. 

 

CHUCK DOOM 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM               
COORDINATOR 

North Central Chapter 
209 N. Garfield Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
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Paralyzed Veterans of America 
North Central Chapter 
209 N. Garfield Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

       

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Sioux Falls VA Health Care System  

2501 West 22nd Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
Phone: (605) 336-3230 or (800) 316-8387 
Fax: (605) 333-6878 

VA Black Hills Health Care System - Fort Meade Campus  

113 Comanche Road 
Fort Meade, SD 57741 
Phone: (605) 347-2511 or (800) 743-1070 
Fax: (605) 720-7171 

VA Black Hills Health Care System   

500 North 5th Street 
Hot Springs, SD 57747 
Phone: 605-745-2000 
Fax: 605-745-2091 

Minneapolis VA Health Care System  

One Veterans Drive 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
Phone: (612) 725-2000 or 866-414-5058 
Fax: (612) 725-2049 

Fargo VA Health Care System  

2101 Elm Street 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Phone: (701)232-3241 
Fax: (701)239-3705 

VA Montana Health Care System  

1892 Williams Street 
Fort Harrison, MT 59636 
Phone: (406) 442-6410 
Fax: (406) 447-7916 

Cheyenne VA Health Care System  

2360 E. Pershing Blvd. 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 
Phone: (307)778-7550 
Fax: (307) 778-7336 

Sheridan VA Health Care System  

1898 Fort Road 
Sheridan, WY 82801 
Phone: (307) 672-3473 or (866) 822-6714 
Fax: (307) 672-1900 

VA Health Care Systems Contact Information 

The PVA North Central Chapter proudly serves the states of North Dakota, South Dakota,                      

Southwest Minnesota, and portions of Montana and Wyoming.    


